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Sean Pluta is a regulatory lawyer who advises clients on a broad range of real estate, 
transactional, and litigation matters specific to the energy, environmental, and 
transportation sectors. The clients he represents include renewable energy developers, 
gas and electric companies, transportation customers, and private equity firms.

Sean represents clients in connection with energy and environmental issues before 
federal agencies including the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
Department of Transportation (DOT); state regulatory agencies including the Missouri 
Public Service Commission (MPSC), the Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR), the Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) and the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC); as well as in federal and state courts.

Sean routinely advises corporations on federal and state regulatory compliance matters 
including: land use regulations specific to the energy sector; environmental responsibility 
laws like the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA) and Toxic 
Substances Control Act (TSCA); and transportation issues connected to the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA), Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA), and 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA).

Sean recognizes that clients often look for cost-effective counsel for issues that may only 
be one factor in a larger transaction. In this respect, Sean often provides environmental 
diligence and discrete issue reviews in M&A deals, corporate transactions, land 
acquisitions, and new business ventures. Sean has a special focus on the transportation 
sphere where he has advised a number of car and truck companies on the feasibility of 
new business ventures and their regulatory implications.

Sean also sits in the Commercial Litigation Group and has litigated a number of cases 
involving commercial and land disputes, patent and trademark licensing, and toxic tort 
defense in federal and state courts. Sean’s litigation practice includes defending Fortune 
200 companies, land developers, and inventors facing hundreds of millions in potential 
exposure. Sean has first- and second-chaired a number of multi-million dollar cases 
involving licensing and contract disputes, hazardous material exposure, and personal 
injury.
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• Energy
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• Litigation
• Commercial Litigation
• Public Utilities & Energy 

Consumers
• Mobility & Vehicle Use
• Transportation & 

Logistics
• Automotive
• Renewable Energy 

Project Development
• Energy Transactions
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Before joining Polsinelli, Sean graduated cum laude from Washington University in St. 
Louis School of Law. He received the Dean’s Leadership Award for his work in promoting 
gender equality on campus. He was a board member of the University’s Sexual Assault 
Investigation Board and was on the Honor Board for the law school. Sean also assisted 
low-income taxpayers and environmental protection groups as a part of Washington 
University’s clinic programs.

Education

• Washington University in St. Louis School of Law (J.D., cum laude, 2017)
o Chief Project Editor of Washington University Journal of Law and Policy; 

Dean's List
• Tulane University (B.A., cum laude, 2013)

o Economics, Political Science, International Development, Latin American 

Studies

Bar Admissions

• Missouri, 2017
• Illinois, 2018

Court Admissions

• State of Missouri
• State of Illinois

Memberships

• Forest ReLeaf of Missouri Board, Member

Recognition

• Named one of Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch®in America in: 
o Commercial Litigation, 2024-2026

o Energy Law, 2024-2026

o Litigation - Environmental, 2024-2026

• Named a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers, 2022-2025
• American Bankruptcy Institute Medal of Excellence, 2017
• CALI Award for Academic Excellence 

o Commercial Law

o Chapter 11 Reorganization

• Washington University Dean’s Leadership Award, 2017
• Student Associate for the Washington University Interdisciplinary Environmental Law 

Clinic
• Student Associate for the Washington University Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic
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