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Russell Jones represents businesses and individuals in complex, high-stakes litigation 
across the country. Clients rely on Russ for seasoned trial advocacy in disputes that 
present significant financial, operational and reputational risk.

Russ has extensive experience litigating commercial, antitrust, class action and 
intellectual property matters in state and federal courts and in arbitration and has tried 
more than 50 jury trials, bench trials, arbitrations and appeals. He regularly serves as lead 
counsel in bet-the-company disputes, including complex class actions and multi-
jurisdictional litigation. His practice spans a wide range of industries, including 
telecommunications, technology, financial services, consumer products, manufacturing, 
professional services and sports-related businesses.

A substantial portion of Russ’s practice focuses on defending class action claims involving 
consumer fraud, antitrust, securities, tax and statutory claims, including matters arising 
under the TCPA. He frequently represents telecommunications providers and technology 
companies in litigation involving data-driven communications and regulatory issues. Russ 
approaches these matters with an emphasis on early risk assessment, strategic motion 
practice and efficient resolution, while remaining fully prepared to take cases through trial 
and appeal.

Russ also represents clients in intellectual property disputes involving patents, 
trademarks, copyrights and publicity rights or NILs. He has tried cases to favorable 
verdicts before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. His experience includes 
trying patent infringement cases and handling post-trial and appellate proceedings. In 
addition, he advises clients on antitrust and competition issues, business torts, insurance-
related disputes and complex commercial contract litigation.

Clients value Russ’s judgment, courtroom experience and ability to manage complex 
litigation while keeping business objectives at the forefront.

Education

• Duke University School of Law (J.D.)
o Order of the Coif

Capabilities

• Commercial Litigation
• Class Action & 

Multidistrict Litigation
• Antitrust
• Intellectual Property 

Litigation
• Litigation
• Trademark, Copyright & 

Branding Litigation
• Telephone Consumer 

Protection Act Litigation 
(TCPA)

• Telecommunications 
Litigation

• Sports & Entertainment
• Consumer Financial 

Services Litigation

rjones@polsinelli.com


o The Duke Law Journal, Editorial Board Member

• Yale University (B.A., cum laude)

Bar Admissions

• Missouri
• Kansas

Court Admissions

• U.S. District Court, Western District of Missouri
• U.S. District Court, District of Kansas
• U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas
• U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Texas
• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Texas
• U.S. District Court, District of Colorado
• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois
• United States Supreme Court
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Fourth Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

Memberships

• National Conference of Bar Presidents 
o Secretary, 2025

o Member, Executive Council, 2020-2023

• Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation 
o President, 2024

• Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association 
o President, 2016

• Lawyers Association of Kansas City 
o President, 2002-2003

• The Missouri Bar
• American Bar Association 

o Section of Litigation and Intellectual Property Litigation Sub-Section

• American Bar Foundation, Fellow
• American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) 

o Member, 2019-present

• Defense Research Institute (DRI) 
o Commercial Litigation Committee

o Intellectual Property Litigation Special Litigation Group, Vice-Chair of Right 

of Publicity sub-committee

Recognition

• Named to Missouri Lawyers Weekly’s The POWER List for Sports & Entertainment 
Law, 2023-2024

• Selected as an MVP by BTI Consulting in Client Service All-Stars for Commercial 



Litigation and as a Client Service All-Star
• Named "Local Litigation Star" by Benchmark Litigation, 2010, 2013, 2017-2019, 2021-

2026
• Ranked in Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business, Band 2, 

Litigation: General Commercial, Missouri: Kansas City & Surrounds, 2012-2025
• Selected for Best Lawyers® “Lawyer of the Year” in Kansas City, Missouri, for Bet-the-

Company Litigation, 2024
• Selected for inclusion in Best Lawyers in America® for: 

o Bet-the-Company Litigation, 2022-2026

o Commercial Litigation, 2005-2016, 2018-2026

o Litigation - Antitrust, 2005-2016, 2018-2026

o Litigation - Intellectual Property, 2005-2016, 2018-2026

o Litigation - Patent, 2005-2016, 2018-2026

Matters

Complex Commercial Litigation

• Represented a health care IT consulting firm in a suit by a former employee who 
claimed ownership of a proprietary health care software program and sought more 
than $150 million in damages. After substantial discovery and active litigation, the 
Polsinelli team secured a complete summary judgment for our client weeks before 
trial.

• Lead counsel defending TCPA class action brought by serial plaintiff against 
intermediate telecommunications providers alleged to have “made” unlawful robocalls 
because they did not block such calls from “invalid” telephone numbers. Plaintiff’s 
case against our client was dismissed as part of a confidential settlement after our 
team prevailed on four motions to compel.

• Lead counsel in multiple disputes between national communications companies and 
retail dealers. Our team has obtained at least four court judgments dismissing cases 
and referring them to confidential arbitration, including one in which an emergency 
arbitrator granted our client a preliminary injunction to require the terminated dealer to 
abide by contract restricting sale of stores to buyers approved by our client. Served 
as lead trial counsel in two multi-day evidentiary arbitration hearings in 2019 and 
2021, both resulting in favorable awards.

• Lead trial counsel for national telecommunication carrier in actions targeting 
fraudulent and wrongful trafficking of wireless handsets. Our team tried or defended 
actions tried in New York, Kansas, Michigan, California, Maryland, New York and 
Florida helping our client substantially clean up the secondary market.

• Lead trial counsel for Fortune 100 company defending claims by a bankruptcy trustee 
alleging that our client breached an agreement with a joint-venture partner – a 
struggling national electronics retailer – which caused the bankruptcy of the retailer. 
After substantial document and deposition discovery, we reached a mediated 
settlement with the trustee for a small fraction of the original demand.

• Co-lead counsel in multi-state antitrust action on behalf of commercial and industrial 
purchasers of natural gas, seeking damages for conspiratorial price manipulation. Our 
team won interim appeals in the Ninth Circuit and U.S. Supreme Court, and 
successfully settled claims for purchasers in four states totaling more than $120 
million to date. Lead trial counsel in action on behalf of a Midwestern state university 
to redress patent ownership and royalties disputes with former professor. Obtained a 



six-figure verdict and judgment in favor of our client after an eight-day jury trial; 
affirmed on appeal.

• Lead trial and appellate counsel for taxpayer assessed with millions of dollars of state 
income tax liability based on a dispute as to his residency dispute. We obtained 
successful reversal at the Court of Appeals of an adverse administrative court 
judgment, leading to favorable decision upon re-trial and appeal.

• Defended a Fortune 100 corporation in an action seeking more than $10 million in 
damages for alleged breach of an indemnity agreement. After discovery, our team 
obtained summary judgment based on findings that the contract did not cover the 
actions on which the plaintiff based its claim for indemnity, and that the plaintiff’s 
conduct amounted to the unlawful sale of securities.

• Lead trial counsel for life insurance company defending class action claims arising out 
of alleged non-compliance with state insurance statutes; case settled after week-long 
trial.

Intellectual Property Litigation

• Lead counsel defending patent infringement actions against banking software 
provider. After a nine-day jury trial, obtained a verdict finding all patent claims not 
infringed and invalid; affirmed by the Federal Circuit.

• For the same client, obtained a stay of another district court case in favor of covered 
business methods review proceeding in PTAB, which invalidated the claims asserted 
against the client based on 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103.

• Successfully defended patent infringement action in the District of Delaware, the 
Court finding all claims invalid under 35 U.S.C. § 101; judgment affirmed by the 
Federal Circuit. The District Court awarded our client $1 million in attorneys’ fees, 
which the Federal Circuit affirmed.

• Lead trial counsel for a national over-the-road freight hauling company accused of 
infringing patent on automated fuel tax calculation. Obtained jury verdict in favor of 
client in Delaware federal court.

• Lead trial counsel in action on behalf of a Midwestern state university to redress 
patent ownership and royalties disputes with former professor. Obtained a six-figure 
verdict and judgment in favor of our client after an eight-day jury trial; affirmed on 
appeal.

• Represented a professional sports players association enforcing its members' 
publicity rights against unauthorized users of names and likenesses on games, 
memorabilia and consumer products. Involved in two ground-breaking decisions on 
the balancing of publicity rights and First Amendment rights in federal courts of 
appeals.

• Defended patent infringement claims brought by an owner of patents on LED vehicle 
lights against our client, a major maker of vehicle lighting products, alleging 
infringement. After we mounted an attack on the validity of the patents that put 
plaintiff's licensing program at risk, plaintiff dismissed the case two weeks before trial 
without any payment by our client.
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