
Public Policy & Advocacy

Polsinelli’s Public Policy team helps organizations understand how state and federal political processes 
impact their mission and business. We implement effective advocacy strategies that shape government 
policies through coordinated legislative, regulatory and legal approaches.

Our bipartisan team combines substantive policy knowledge with decades of experience working across 
Congress, federal agencies, and state and local government. Drawing upon this specialized background, we are 
pleased to be a resource for clients who seek to learn how changing political and regulatory environments may 
affect their objectives and how they best can prepare or respond. We work with clients to accurately frame their 
concerns, develop creative policy language and options, and engage policymakers to reach consensus and 
enact solutions. Our primary goal is to support our clients’ businesses by serving as guides for effectively 
communicating with government entities.

Our team counsels entities across multiple industries and advises organizations of all sizes and previous levels 
of political engagement. We are proud to represent businesses, nonprofits, and trade associations, and our work 
cuts across sectors such as manufacturing, transportation, and taxation. We have particular focus working with 
health care organizations and life sciences companies.

Advocacy Grounded in Policy and Regulatory Depth

Our attorneys and policy professionals utilize multi-faceted strategies to reach the various branches of 
government and major stakeholder communities, as highlighted below.

• Federal Legislative Advocacy. We develop fact-based, compelling issue narratives to educate 
policymakers and the public, draft proposed legislation, and build political support for initiatives through 
strategic coalitions and partnerships. We speak directly to lawmakers and officials to elevate our clients’ 
issues and advance meaningful changes to public policy. Our capabilities additionally include preparing 
clients to testify before Congress and supporting government affairs activities such as legislative fly-ins, 
Congressional briefings, and internal/external communications.

• Federal Agency Advocacy.  As policymaking increasingly extends beyond Congress to federal 
departments and agencies, effective advocacy must integrate both legislative and administrative strategies. 
We help clients manage federal regulatory changes by connecting with agency decision makers and 
identifying avenues to inform and affect policies, such as filing comments and offering innovative 
approaches to design or reform federal programs.

• State and Local Public Policy. Our team in Jefferson City, Missouri represents clients before the state 
legislature, executive agencies, municipalities, and other public bodies. This work extends to direct 
advocacy, drafting testimony, and providing counsel on regulatory and administrative matters affecting their 
operations.

• Budget and Appropriations. We recognize that the annual spending process provides an opportunity to 
achieve advocacy priorities. Our professionals work with organizations to draft funding requests, secure 

https://www.polsinelli.com/state-local-policy-lobbying


Congressional and third-party support, and navigate the budget process from committee action through 
agency implementation.

• Health Care and Life Sciences Policy. Our Public Policy Group has significant background in developing 
Medicare coverage, coding, and reimbursement strategies to achieve favorable payment policies on behalf 
of clients. We work with providers, health systems, pharmaceutical companies, medical device 
manufacturers, and other industry participants to bring these issues before Congress and key executive 
agencies such as the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), and Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Our team also has worked extensively with 
Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs). This multi-pronged approach communicates critical issues 
across government regarding patient access and workforce development and is designed to facilitate the 
pathway to market.

Matters

• Drafted complex business formation legislation which allows businesses to form Series LLCs during the 
2013 Missouri legislative session. Polsinelli’s Public Policy team identified key House and Senate sponsors 
and negotiated acceptable language to all sides. Bill passed in the House and Senate with a near-
unanimous vote and was signed into law by Governor Jay Nixon on July 1, 2013.

• The Polsinelli Public Policy practice has helped clients achieve their goals in approving new medications and 
medical devices for federal reimbursement and guiding or reshaping federal regulations. It has helped 
clients overturn federal regulations that the record prepared by an agency did not support.

• Clients seek out Polsinelli for its decades of experience in shaping congressional energy legislation. 
Independent oil and gas producers asked our practice group to devise and implement a strategy to protect 
investments in domestic oil and gas exploration. Members of Congress are giving Polsinelli’s clients’ views 
full consideration as Congress undertakes a major review of the Internal Revenue Code.

• Polsinelli has helped secure billions of dollars in funding for local governments, non-profit organizations and 
national research facilities. The firm helped secure billions of dollars in business savings. It helped 
businesses struggling to survive during the Great Recession to avoid layoffs by persuading Congress and its 
tax-writing committees to extend the period for deducting losses they had incurred from prior net earnings.

• Polsinelli is recognized by the media and advertising industries as the leader in protecting advertising from 
taxation and content restrictions. The Public Policy practice guides two national coalitions that work to inform 
Congress about the stimulus advertising provides to the economy and the jobs advertising supports.

Publications

October 8, 2026
New Biosimilar Legislation Addresses Inflation Reduction Act Delay Provision

September 18, 2026
Immigration and the Health Care Workforce: September 2026 Update

September 16, 2026
Setting Up the Lame Duck: Health Care’s Year-End Outlook
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https://www.polsinelli.com/health-care


August 18, 2026
DOJ Fraud Division Announces Growth Plan and Five Enforcement Priorities

August 11, 2026
CMS, FDA Propose RAPID Pathway for Medicare Coverage of Certain Medical Devices

July 30, 2026
Congressional Committees Advance Broad Health Care Legislation Before August Recess

July 15, 2026
Health Care Rulemakings to Watch in the Trump Administration's Unified Agenda

May 8, 2026
Beyond the Pump: The Iran War’s Adverse Impact on U.S. Health Care

April 29, 2026
Election Year Politics and Policy at CMMI: What Stakeholders Can Expect

April 27, 2026
Radiation Oncology Community Seeking Relief from an Emerging Crisis under 2026 Changes to 
Medicare Coding and Reimbursement

April 15, 2026
Budget Reconciliation and Health Policy: Understanding the Legislative Process and Where Congress 
May Go Next

April 10, 2026
CMS proposes closing optional reimbursement pathways for new innovative medical devices and 
antimicrobials

April 7, 2026
The Politics of AI Regulation: Federal Government v. the States

March 27, 2026
Action Alert: CMS Accepting Letters of Intent for New Funding Model to Pilot Lifestyle Interventions 
Within Original Medicare – Letters Due by April 10

March 5, 2026
Off and Running: The U.S. House of Representatives Kicks Off the Fiscal Year 2027 Appropriations Cycle

January 8, 2026
Polsinelli Life Sciences Spotlight - Volume 3 - Turning Insight into Action: A Life Sciences Playbook for 
2026

January 7, 2026
Issue Brief: State-Level Medicaid Fraud in Focus

December 9, 2025
New Year, New Dependent Care FSA Limits: Don’t Forget to Amend Your Plan!

October 31, 2025
New FDA Guidance Could Speed Biosimilar Approvals and Cut Costs

September 11, 2025
Polsinelli Life Sciences Spotlight - Volume 2 - Adapting by Design: Navigating Complex Times in Life 
Sciences



July 18, 2025
A Quick Look at Benefits and Executive Compensation Provisions in the One Big Beautiful Bill

July 3, 2025
Supreme Court Halts Nationwide Injunctions with Major Implications for Ongoing Litigation

May 21, 2025
The Trump Administration Announces Price Targets as It Takes a Second Swing at “Most Favored 
Nation” Drug Pricing Model

April 29, 2025
White House Issues New Executive Order on HBCUs: What You Need to Know

March 20, 2025
Trump Administration Announces Changes to CMS Innovation Models

February 24, 2025
Everyone Hates Pennies, Except This Guy
Featured, The Wall Street Journal

January 8, 2025
Polsinelli Life Sciences Spotlight - Volume 1 - Looking Back, Moving Forward: A Year in Life Sciences

August 7, 2024
Top Questions Health Care Providers Should Consider in a Post-Chevron World – A Polsinelli Round 
Table Discussion

July 23, 2024
The Chevron Doctrine: Part II—Congress’s Reaction to the Repeal and the Legislative Process

May 2, 2024
The Chevron Doctrine: Part I

April 19, 2024
Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity – Evolving Incident Response Obligations, Integral to Effective Risk 
Management

June 29, 2023
HHS OIG Releases Final Information Blocking Enforcement Rule Applicable to Non-Provider Actors

June 20, 2023
Florida Imposes a Ban on Offshoring Storage of Medical Information

June 14, 2023
Congress Clears Major Agreement to Avert Debt Default

January 3, 2023
Environment, Energy & Infrastructure Landscape in 2023
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