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Former U.S. Attorney Kurt R. Erskine is an experienced trial lawyer who relies on his 
decades of experience with the Department of Justice to help health care providers, 
corporations, organizations and individuals navigate complex government investigations 
and high-stakes civil and criminal litigation. Kurt has successfully tried dozens of federal 
jury trials to verdict and handled hundreds of complex enforcement matters during his 
career as prosecutor and now in private practice.

Kurt focuses his practice on internal investigations and government investigations, white-
collar defense and complex litigation with an emphasis on health care enforcement, False 
Claims Act defense and securities litigation. He represents corporations, organizations 
and individuals in civil and criminal lawsuits and investigations involving allegations of 
financial, health care fraud, public corruption, securities fraud as well as cases involving 
the False Claims Act and Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

With over 20 years of experience as a federal prosecutor, Kurt served as U.S. Attorney for 
the Northern District of Georgia, overseeing all federal criminal prosecutions and federal 
government civil litigation in Atlanta and northern Georgia. As the U.S. Attorney, he led a 
staff of over 100 criminal and civil prosecutors, a professional staff of over 130, partnered 
with approximately 300 law enforcement agencies and was responsible for one of the 
largest districts in the United States.

During his tenure with the Department of Justice, Kurt served in a variety of leadership 
positions, including as the First Assistant United States Attorney, the Chief of the Public 
Integrity and Special Matters Section and the criminal Health Care Fraud Coordinator. In 
these roles, he prosecuted some of the most sensitive and high-profile matters in the 
district, including cases involving allegations of complex financial, tax and health care 
fraud and kickbacks, public corruption, money laundering, controlled substance diversion 
and national security. 

Prior to joining the Department of Justice, Kurt was in private practice and focused his 
work on health care litigation and health care compliance.

Education

Capabilities

• False Claims Act 
Defense

• Government 
Investigations

• Internal Investigations
• Health Care Litigation
• Commercial Litigation
• Behavioral Health

kerskine@polsinelli.com


• University of Kansas School of Law (J.D., 1996)
• University of Kansas Medical Center (M.H.A., 1996)
• William & Mary

o Public Policy

Bar Admissions

• Georgia

Court Admissions

• U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit
• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Georgia

Memberships

• William & Mary Graduate Studies Advisory Board, 2014-2021

Recognition

• Ranked in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, Litigation: 
White-Collar Crime & Government Investigations, Georgia, 2025

• Selected for inclusion in Best Lawyers in America® for Criminal Defense: White-Collar, 
2025-2026

• Department of Justice Director’s Award for Superior Performance (2018)
• Named "Litigation Star" by Benchmark Litigation, 2024-2026

Languages

• French

Polsinelli at Work

February 4, 2025
When ICE Knocks: Immigration Enforcement in the New Administration
Introduction Since President Trump’s inauguration, the administration has underscored its 
commitment to prioritizing immigration enforcement. This shift includes an increase in U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) raids and the rescission of previous 
policies that restricted federal immigration authorities...

Publications

March 20, 2026
Trump Administration Intensifies Federal Benefits Fraud Enforcement with New 
Task Force

November 9, 2025



How to prepare for an ICE raid? Make a game plan, attorney offers
Quoted, McKnights Home Care

October 13, 2025
DOJ Launches New Civil Enforcement Branch with Implications for Regulated 
Industries

July 21, 2025
Whistle While You Work: DOJ Unveils First Antitrust Whistleblower Program

June 24, 2025
Five Things Every Health Care Provider Should Know About HHS OIG’s 2025 
Semiannual Report

May 15, 2025
Focus, Fairness and Efficiency: DOJ Reveals Administration’s Plans for 
Enforcement of Corporate and White-Collar Crime

April 21, 2025
Federal Court Finds False Claims Act Penalty Unconstitutionally Excessive

February 21, 2025
FCPA Enforcement Paused At DOJ, But Biopharma Shouldn't Pause Compliance
Quoted, Life Science Leader

February 4, 2025
When ICE Knocks: Immigration Enforcement in the New Administration

August 6, 2024
Ready for Takeoff - DOJ’s Criminal Division Corporate Whistleblower Awards Pilot 
Program Launched

July 17, 2024
“Tokens of Appreciation:” Supreme Court Continues to Weaken Corruption Laws

April 23, 2024
"Please Pay No Attention to the Microphone:” DOJ Announces New Program 
Offering Protections to Criminal Whistleblowers

April 19, 2024
Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity – Evolving Incident Response Obligations, 
Integral to Effective Risk Management

March 6, 2024
Bare Knuckle Conservation Easement Brawl Leaves Participants in Limbo

September 27, 2023
Conservation Easements: Palpable Fraud or Honest Mistakes? A Federal Jury 
Returns a Split Verdict

July 25, 2023
Slogans and Insults: Fisher Defendants Respond to the Government’s Novel 
Conservation Easement Case

July 20, 2023
Government Asserts the Defendants Lied and Cheated the IRS out of over $1.3 



Billion: The Government’s Opening Statement of the United States v. Fisher

June 22, 2023
Leveraging “Public-Private Collaboration” for Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity

May 10, 2023
Guidance for the ‘Burden of Cybersecurity Compliance’ Emerges

April 13, 2023
DOJ Continues to Target Lab Sales Arrangements and Ordering Practices

March 9, 2023
Annual ABA White Collar Conference Brings Additional Updates to DOJ Corporate 
Enforcement Policy
Author, The National Law Review

March 9, 2023
Annual ABA White Collar Conference Brings Additional Updates to DOJ Corporate 
Enforcement Policy

March 2, 2023
It’s Here – The New National Cybersecurity Strategy

March 1, 2023
DOJ Announces New Nationwide Voluntary Self-Disclosure Policy

January 18, 2023
Screening Failures Caused PPP Fraud

January 12, 2023
Looting of Local Governments Leads to Cybersecurity Standards for the Water and 
Wastewater Sector

December 16, 2022
Former federal prosecutor sounds alarm about home care kickback schemes
Quoted, McKnights Home Care

December 7, 2022
Ten Individuals Charged in Business Email Compromise Scheme Targeting 
Medicare, Medicaid and Other Insurers

September 27, 2022
New York Alleges Trump Procured Inflated Appraisals for Conservation Easements

September 22, 2022
The DOJ and IRS Focus Enforcement on Syndicated Conservation Easements

September 6, 2022
President Biden Extends Statute of Limitations for PPP and EIDL Fraud to Ten 
Years
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