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Gary Clarke is an experienced real estate attorney who concentrates his practice in 
commercial real estate development and transactions, with an emphasis on site 
acquisition and disposition, land use approvals and permitting, construction and leasing 
matters. Gary has provided real estate transactional counsel to clients in the higher 
education, health care, multi-family residential, office, retail, hospitality and restaurant 
industries around the country and has assisted clients with major mixed-use 
developments and other large construction projects. His experience with commercial real 
estate transactions consists of acquisitions, dispositions and leases for uses including 
student housing, hotels, shopping centers, health care centers and office buildings. He 
also advises clients on zoning and land use matters and has obtained zoning and land 
use approvals for a wide variety of clients and project types, including casinos, stadiums, 
mixed-use residential developments, office buildings, schools and restaurants.

Prior to joining Polsinelli, Gary served as in-house real estate counsel for a high-growth 
startup and a national retail landlord. First, he joined a venture-backed retail business 
where he led the rapid growth of the business's national real estate portfolio. Second, he 
joined a private equity-backed national retail landlord where he negotiated leases, 
condominium declarations, commercial contracts, land use and title issues and managed 
legal operations.

Gary is a former U.S. Navy surface warfare officer and has participated in numerous U.S. 
Navy, joint service and multi-national operations over two wartime deployments.

Education

• University of Pennsylvania School of Law (J.D., 2012)
• University of Pennsylvania (B.A., 2005)

o Economics & Cognitive Science

Bar Admissions

• Pennsylvania

Capabilities

• Real Estate
• Real Estate Transactions
• Real Estate Development
• Zoning & Land Use
• Joint Ventures & 

Strategic Alliances
• Construction
• Residential & Multifamily
• Retail
• Office
• Student Housing

gclarke@polsinelli.com


Memberships

• Pennsylvania Bar Association
• International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC)

Matters

Transactions

• Represented a real estate investment trust in the $1.9 billion sale of 49 shopping 
centers located throughout the United States.

• Represented a real estate investment trust in assuming private ownership of public 
land to facilitate the redevelopment of three city blocks in center city Philadelphia. The 
matter included aggregating publicly owned and privately owned land controlled by a 
governmental authority, conveying these parcels to private ownership and adjusting 
the underlying funding arrangements involving city and state government. 
Overlapping issues included eminent domain, private rights in the public right-of-way, 
public transportation, historic preservation and air rights.

• Represented a private university on a ground lease and development agreement with 
a master developer for a mixed-use urban innovation district in Philadelphia designed 
to promote research, cooperative education and technological advancement in a new 
neighborhood offering commercial office, academic, and research space, residential 
and hotel units, retail and restaurants, and recreational spaces.

• Represented a community college in its ground lease for the development, via a 
public-private partnership, of a mixed-use student and market rate housing facility and 
related amenities located on campus.

• Represented a hotel developer in ground leases for hotels located on university 
campuses and developed through public-private partnerships with the host 
institutions.

• Represented an urban school district in the sale of unused buildings.

Land Use and Zoning

• Represented a developer in obtaining municipal development approvals and permits 
to convert an office building and showroom, via a substantial overbuild, into a modern 
mixed-use building, anchored by the international headquarters for a food service and 
uniform company as well as commercial office, retail and restaurant space.

• Represented a real estate investment trust in obtaining development approvals in the 
redevelopment of a large shopping center in center.

• Represented a developer in its development of large mixed-use residential apartment 
towers in neighborhoods across Philadelphia.

• Represented an urban school district in the ground-up development of new, and 
major renovation of existing, public schools.

• Represented a restaurant chain in obtaining development approvals for its 
Philadelphia headquarters.
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